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Context                                      

Diputació de Barcelona is a local government 

institution that promotes the progress and well-being 

of the citizens of its territorial area: the province of 

Barcelona, 311 connected municipalities. This 

represents 24% of the total surface area of Catalonia 

and 74% of the total Catalan population (5.7 million 

people). It acts directly by providing services and, 

above all and  in cooperation with local councils, it 

provides technical, economic and technological 

support to municipalities so that they can offer 

quality local services. 

 

The Servei d’Equipaments i Espai Públic provides 

technical support in the form of plans, studies and 

projects so that municipalities can make investments 

in public space and municipal facilities for the 

citizens. 

 



Public space as a key part of a healthy urban environment                                      

Urban environments, where every day a higher 

percentage of population lives, are significant for 

people’s health. 

 

Scientific evidence confirms that people’s health 

doesn’t depend only on individual factors. It is 

mostly conditioned by different aspects related to 

our environment (social, economic, cultural, 

political and environmental factors) and our 

habits. 

 

That’s why Administrations must work to make the 

urban environment a healthy space where people 

can undertake their daily lives. 

 

In this healthy environment, public spaces are a 

key element. 

#espaipublicisalut 



Tool for assessing the potential health impact of public space improvement actions                                      

Our goals: 

- Minimize the health impact of current urban dynamics (noise, air 

quality, temperature, etc.) 

- Promote healthy dynamics through public spaces (encourage 

healthy habits and social relationships, etc.) 

 

The fundamental part of this tool is to allow public space designers 

to quickly assess how healthy a current public space is, identifying 

the strongest and weakest points, helping the decision-making 

process in the improvement project phase. 

 

It helps to incorporate the health perspective in the transformation of 

public space, comparing the results obtained from the current state 

vs. the new project or even different proposals. 

 

It also helps public administrations to communicate to the citizens 

the results of an urban transformation, in order to obtain a new 

healthier space in the city.. 

Partners: 

 

 
Author: Laura Hidalgo López, Marta Viada Pagès,  
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#espaipublicisalut 

Sustainable Development Goals 

Make cities and human settlements 
inclusive, safe, resilient and 

sustainable. 

Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages. 
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Elements of 

public space 

Review of scientific 

literature 

Impact on health Questionnaire 

format 

General 

determinants of 

health 

Easy to understand 

and communicate 

results 

Evaluation and comparison:  
projects vs. existing places 

Work methodology 
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Determinants 

1. Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space #espaipublicisalut 

Workshop 



Environmental exposure 
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Safety 
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Maintenance and sanitation 
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Access and connectivity 

1. Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space #espaipublicisalut 



Fotografia de Michał Parzuchowski a Unsplash 

Uses 
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https://unsplash.com/@mparzuchowski?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/p%C3%A9tanque?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Community 

Fotografia d’Alex Perri a Unsplash Fotografia de Thiago Barletta a Unsplash 

Fotografia de Bewakoof.com Official a Unsplash 

Fotografia d’Andrew Seaman a Unsplash Fotografia de Illiya Vjestica a Unsplash 

Fotografia d’Arnel Hasanovic a Unsplash 
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https://unsplash.com/@alexperri?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@alexperri?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@alexperri?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/square-people?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@tbarlettaf?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/elderly-people?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@bewakoofofficial?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/young-people?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@amseaman?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@amseaman?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@amseaman?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/people-in-parks?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@illiyapresents?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/urban-green-spaces?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@arnelhasanovic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@arnelhasanovic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@arnelhasanovic?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/p%C3%A9tanque?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Comfort and attractiveness 
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Comfort and attractiveness 

1. Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space #espaipublicisalut 



How does it work?                                      

https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en 

1. Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space #espaipublicisalut 

https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en
https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en


How does it work? Classification of space                                      
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How does it work? Questionnaire                                      

1. Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space #espaipublicisalut 



How does it work? Determinants                                      
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How does it work? Results                                      

Numerical results - Partial scores Graphical results 
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How to use the tool: comparative                                      
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Projecte Plaça barri Bellavista. Joan Sandoval Amat Arquitecte 

How does it work: Les Franqueses del Vallès. Example                                      
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NBS Nature-Based Solutions projects we have worked on 

- Urban Green Master Plan 

 

- Streams projects 

 

- Pacified streets and connectors 

 

- Parks and squares  

 

- Integrating sustainable urban drainage systems 

 

- Green roofs 

 



Urban Green Master Plan 

Goal: To plan and improve the management of urban greenery 

 - Improve and optimize the municipality's urban greenery 

 - Identify a global green strategy  

 - Involve all municipal actors 

 - Set goals to be achieved in the short and medium term 

 - Propose planning and management criteria 



Urban Green Master Plan 

Fieldwork. Drafting of plans and files. 

Digitalization 

Identification of spaces / UG. 

Urban greenery and classification into categories. 
Data analytics 



Rubí: Urban Green Master Plan 

Territorial proposals: improvement of itineraries and internal/external connections 



Castellgalí: transformation of the surroundings of the Barcelona Blue Routes (BBRs)  

The Barcelona Blue Routes 

(BBRs) are a set of paths 

that trace the banks of the 

Llobregat, Cardener and 

Anoia rivers as they pass 

through the province of 

Barcelona, so that they can 

be used by the general 

public on a continual, 

unmonitored bases, and 

respecting biodiversity. 

 

https://www.diba.cat/

en/web/vies-blaves-

bcn/ 

 

https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/
https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/
https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/
https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/
https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/
https://www.diba.cat/en/web/vies-blaves-bcn/


Castellgalí: Urbanization of the surroundings of the Barcelona Blue Routes (BBRs)  

Architects: Batlle I Roig Arquitectura Architects: Batlle I Roig Arquitectura 



Castellgalí: Urbanization of the surroundings of the Barcelona Blue Routes (BBRs)  

Architects: Batlle i Roig Arquitectura 



Avià: Transformation of the square of the church of Sant Martí 

The main goals of the project are: 

1. Dignify the area with space for market and public 

events 

2. Enhancing the value of the building 

3. Relocate parking spaces 

4. Generate a shaded living space 

Architects: Barrio Peraire Arquitectes scp 



Avià: Transformation of the square of the church of Sant Martí 

Architects: 

Barrio Peraire 

Arquitectes scp 



Súria: Road transformation on a green avenue with sustainable drainage systems 

Engineers: Meta Engineering SA 



Arenys de Mar:  Països Catalans park. Integrating sustainable urban drainage systems   

Architects: Estudi Nao scp 



Green roofs in public facilities 

Olesa de Montserrat Library. Project. 

Architects: Coll Leclerc Arquitectos slp 
Sant Martí Sarroca Library.  

Architects: Valor Llimós Arquitectes 



Knowledge 

We provide publications, training, tools and technical material as support for local technicians and designers 

Online guide: http://verd-urba.diba.cat/  Publications: http://www.diba.cat/web/seep  

- Transfer the general health standards to the technical assistance we provide to local governments 

- Share knowledge with technicians and municipal politicians 

- Influence the designers by sharing objectives, guidelines and criteria in the technical specifications... 

- To involve and raise awareness and communicate well with citizens in order to overcome resistance to change and motivate transformation 

http://verd-urba.diba.cat/
http://verd-urba.diba.cat/
http://verd-urba.diba.cat/
http://www.diba.cat/web/seep


Conclusions                                      
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The Tool for assessing determinants of health on public space is a decision-making tool, which makes 

it possible to identify which aspects of the evaluated spaces may require further work in order to 

maximise their potential health benefits. 

 

It’s important to keep in mind that the public space is in constant transformation, and that any small 

intervention could mean an improvement in the field of health, even the smallest actions.  

 

https://espai-public-i-salut.diba.cat/en 

https://www.diba.cat/en/web/seep 
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Thank you for your attention!! 
Gracias por su atención! 

 


